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Message from the Chairman of the Council and the Court

As it proudly celebrates the 60th anniversary of
its founding, Hong Kong Baptist University is
richly deserving of congratulations on many
fronts. It has undergone dramatic transformation
during the past six decades and successfully
charted a course for its unique brand of whole
person education to play an important role in
the development of education in Hong Kong,
serving as a catalyst in driving the territory’s

economic growth and social progress.

Throughout this time, HKBU has gained an
enviable reputation at home not only for the
high standard of its teaching and learning,
including launching programmes that are first of
its kind in Hong Kong, but also for the quality
and impact of its research and its deep
commitment to focusing on the needs of the
communily it serves. The ever-growing roll call
of awards and recognitions it wins from
counterparts and peers overseas serves as
testimony to its success in enhancing its
international stature.



While HKBU can justly take pride in its
achievements since its modest beginnings as
Hong Kong Baptist College 60 years ago, it is by
no means resting complacently on its laurels.
According to the Chinese calendar, “60 years”
has a special meaning: the conclusion of a full
cycle and the beginning of a new one.

HKBU has been a place of outstanding
scholarship, ground-breaking research, and
quality education that encourages young minds
to think independently. As it embarks on a new
cycle, it will remain so. As reflected in the
theme of the 60th anniversary celebrations,
Whole Person Education for a Better World, we
will maintain our relevance and value to society
and seek to transform the ambitions,
opportunities and lives of our students and the
way the world works — through ideas and
innovation.

This pictorial booklet is a record of HKBU's
extraordinary journey from being a small private
post-secondary college, obliged to sharing
classrooms with a secondary school, to a
medium-sized public university — one with
soaring ambitions.

The booklet is also a tribute to those who have
made this transformation possible: our founders,
present and former staff and students, and the
myriad supporters and stakeholders whose
backing has been a vital source of
encouragement and practical assistance. Let us
all wish HKBU the most joyful of birthdays and
may its next 60 years be crowned with as much
success as the first.

VIWALMM.

Cheng Yan-kee
Chairman of the Council and the Court
Hong Kong Baptist University

February 2016



Message from the President and Vice-Chancellor

Since joining Hong Kong Baptist University, |
have become more keenly aware of the
remarkable role HKBU has played in Hong
Kong's higher education over the past six
decades. From its humble beginnings as a
post-secondary college, the University has come
a long way and remains steadfast on its path to
strive for excellence. With the dedicated efforts
of students, staff, alumni and other stakeholders,
HKBU has built upon the mission and

aspirations of its founding fathers and developed
as a higher education institution that delivers
academic excellence, innovation and social
progress.

As we celebrate the historic occasion of HKBU's
60th birthday, | warmly recommend this
publication to anyone who is interested in
higher education and those who would like to
learn more about HKBU's amazing journey of
development. | believe this publication serves a
number of useful purposes.

First, it is a succinctly informative record of
Hong Kong Baptist University’s path of
development through the decades from its
humble birth. It chronicles the evolution of its
cherished ethos of whale person education, the
institution’s blossoming into different fields of
innovation and research both in Hong Kong and



beyond its borders, and its response to the
challenges posed by a fast-changing and
increasingly globalised world. It is a fascinating
story running as a parallel and complementary
narrative to the development of higher education
in Hong Kong since the 1950s.

Second, the publication shares with the public
the insights and thinking behind the unique
HKBU mission that believes quality higher
education should go beyond imparting technical
knowledge and skills; it should also adopt a
holistic approach to strengthen attitudes,
character, health and moral qualities.

The booklet also serves as a unifying force for all
members of the HKBU family, past and present,
by showcasing the University’s myriad
achievements and strengths as it endeavours to
nurture all-round leaders, conduct innovative
research and provide dedicated service to the
community.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to all
parties involved in this important project: they
include the writing and editorial team
comprising Professor Ricardo Mak, Professor
Chow Kai-wing and Dr Wong Man-kong of the
Department of History, and Mr Fung Man-sang
of the Communication and Public Relations

Office (CPRQO), as well as members of CPRO
responsible for the production and coordination
work.

Our special gratitude goes to HKBU alumnus
Dr Jacinto Tong for his generous support in the
printing and production of this meaningful
publication. The third Chinese version of the
history book is also being produced.

On the joyous occasion of HKBU's diamond
jubilee, | hope you enjoy reading this
publication and find out more about our vision,
mission and dedication to serving and helping
build a better world.

.

Roland T Chin

President and Vice-Chancellor

Chair Professor of Computer Science
Hong Kong Baptist University

February 2016



Hong Kong Baptist University major milestones

1956

institution, and was housed in borrowed
facilities at Pui Ching Middle School.

| 966G

Hong Kong Baptist College was
founded by the Baptist Convention of
Hong Kong as a private post-secondary

The College’s permanent campus on
Waterloo Road was completed

Dr Lam Chi-fung became the
founding President

1956

The College was recognised by
the Government as Hong Kong's
first privately run four-year
post-secondary institution

Dr Daniel Tse was appointed
as the College’s
second President

1971

1970
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1981

Lk
The United Kingdom Council e e
for National Academic Awards
validated Hong Kong Baptist College’s
diploma programmes and affirmed The first batch of bachelor’s The College launched
its potential to offer bachelor’s degree programmes the Doctor of
degree courses was introduced Philosophy programme

WA X

.

The College was brought under the All incoming students were Hong Kong Baptist College

aepis of the University and enrolled in bachelor’s degree was officially renamed
Polytechnic Grants Committee, and programmes. Master's degree Hong Kong Baptist University

became a fully funded public programmes were also introduced
tertiary institution

1994

19849
1983



1995 2005

2000
The second campus, the
Shaw Campus, was completed on Hong Kong Baptist University The fourth campus, Kai Tak
Renfrew Road. The Waterloo Road Kindergarten, the first Campus on Kwun Tong Road,
campus was renamed Ho Sin university-affiliated institution of | was established to house the
Hang Campus its kind, was established Academy of Visual Arts
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Professor Ng Ching-fai was

The third campus, Baptist Beijing Normal University —
University Road Campus, | appointed as the University's third Hong Kong Baptist University
was established President and Vice-Chancellor United International College, the

first full-scale collaboration in
higher education between
1997 Hong Kong and Mainland China,

2001 was established in Zhuhai

2005



2006

The HKBU Affiliated School Wong 40te

Kam Fai Secondary and Primary 2009

School, the first of its kind in Hong The Partner State Key

Kong to be managed in conjunction Laboratory of Environmental
with a university and providing The Hong Kong Baptist and Biological Analysis
12-year through-train education, University Foundation was {Hong Kong Baptist

officially opened established University) was established

it

FEEREERRP asnam

|

| “@'i
" = i1 II . \I

i
S ) P '
wal £ — |

The fifth campus, Shek Mun Campus Professor Albert Chan Professor Roland Chin was
in Sha Tin, was completed to run was appointed as the appointed as the University's
associate degree programmes and University’s fourth President and Y
self-funded degree programmes Vice-Chancellor Vice-Chancellor

2006

2010 2015



Mission

Hong Kong Baptist University is committed to
academic excellence in teaching, research

and service, and to the development of whole
person in all these endeavours built upon the

heritage of Christian higher education.
%] ¥
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Hong Kong Baptist University aspires to be a
premier institution of higher learning
providing broad-based, creativity-inspiring
education with distinctive contribution to the
advancement of knowledge through research

and scholarship.



University Emblem

The book displayed in the motif symbolises the unique quality of the
University’s educational philosophy that trains the mind, body and spirit -
Whaole Person Education. The waves embodied in the design are symbaolic
of Hong Kong's seaboard location as well as the University's unceasing
pursuit of excellence. The interlocking border illustrates the linkage of
kindred spirits, reflecting HKBU's Christian heritage and its international
relationships.

HER AR
HONG KONG BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

University Logo

The acronym “BU" coupled with the outline of a book on the logo
resembles the Chinese characters of “welcome” () and “progress” (£),
denoting the merging of Eastern and Western cultures, a theme close to
HKBU's philosophical essence,



Hong Kong Baptist University
60th Anniversary Logo

The logo uses a brighter shade of HKBU's corporate colour —
blue - to portray vibrancy steeped in a rich heritage. The 60th
anniversary tagline “Whole Person Education for a Better
World 2 A BE2E" highlights the proud tradition and
educational philosophy which underpins all HKBU's
endeavours, while the design of the zero indicates upward
movement, representing HKBU's continuous drive for progress.
The round shape of the zero and the circle of the numeral six
symbolise the all-round development of HKBU graduates.
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Cradle of whole person education
in Hong Kong: 1956-1970
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In 1956, Hong Kong Baptist College was

founded by the Baptist Convention of Hong Kong

as a small private post-secondary college. Funded solely
through tuition fees and donations, the College faced
severe hardship in its first decade, yet its founders
remained steadfast in their vision and went against the
odds to fulfill their dream of providing education that
nurtures the whole person.




Amidst the joy of the celebrations for Hong Kong Soon after, with the dedication, persistence and
Baptist University's Diamond Jubilee in 2016, it is well determination of its founders — hallmark qualities for
worth looking back to remember the modest which Hong Kong Baptist University (HKBU) has
circumstances in which this cherished institution become renowned - the College progressed, initially
came into being. It was on 5 March 1956 when Hong  at a relatively sedate pace but then with increasing
Kong Baptist College (HKBC), as it was then called, mamentum.

started life, established as a private post-secondary

college. Indeed, so modest was the newly minted

College that in its early years it shared classrooms and

other core facilities with a middle school.
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The following landmark dates give just the bare bones
of HKBU's dynamic development: in March 1970 the
College was registered as an Approved Post Secondary
College under the Post Secondary Colleges

Ordinance (1964); in 1983 - a particularly key year -
the College became a government-funded higher
education institution after gaining successful
accreditation by the UK Council for National
Academic Awards in 1981; eventually, on 16
MNovember 1994 and after less than four decades since
its lowly birth, Hong Kong Baptist University came
into existence.

According to Chinese tradition, the 60th anniversary
that HKBU is marking in 2016 represents the
completion of a full cycle. At the same time it denotes
the dawn of a new age. It's a time when it is
appropriate not only to reflect on past milestones and
achievements but also to look forward with eagemness
and hope to a forthcoming era filled with infinite
promise and opportunities.

Studhents perfonn Cliinese oqpera X3 56 En 1959 10 raise funds for the building of the
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HUNG KONG BAPTISE

FOUNDERS' DAY
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Thi= Ciertificate of Bogistration of Hong Koog

Raptist Codlege under the Cohreanlion Odinence

The University is justly proud to be able to stand tall at this landmark

in its arduous but trail-blazing development with full contidence that the
progressive evolution and retinement over the past six decades of its
distinctive brand of whole person education, coupled with steadiast
adherence to the motto “Faith and Perseverance”, will stand HKBU in good
stead for what lies ahead.

St anel shplents at the Class of 1961 Gradinsizon il\.lquln".

The bedrock foundation, which serves as a constantly reassuring guideline
for future development, is enshrined in HKBU's Mission and Vision. The
Mission declares that HKBU is profoundly committed to academic
excellence in teaching, research and service and is at the same time
dedicated to the development of the whole person in all its endeavours,
built upon the heritage of Christian higher education.

HKBU aspires to be a premier institution of higher learning which provides a
broad-based education that inspires creativity while making a distinctive
contribution to the advancement of knowledge through research and
scholarship.



Humble yet ambitious beginnings

The world may be ever changing but at HKBU a
consistency in outlook and policies has been clearly
apparent since the institution’s earliest days and
survives to this day. HKBL, located in the heart of a
highly multicultural city, has stressed since the era of
its founder and first president Dr Lam Chi-fung the
vital importance of East-West integration. His strongly
held view was that Hong Kong people should learn
about local culture, but then use that knowledge in
order to fully understand and appreciate foreign
cultures. Even the University’s anthem clearly suggests
HKBU as being a meeting point between East and
West: “O Southern Sea, O Lion Hill, home of our
College hall, where East and West unite their best, for
greater good of all.”

A second constant theme of the College and then the
University was expounded by the second president,
Dr Daniel Tse Chi-wai. He championed HKBU as the
standard bearer of “Light and Truth”. He stressed the
need for courage and unwavering advancement as
crucial qualities in the face of the hardships that
would inevitably arise. As a result, HKBU is a byword
for perseverance, proudly delivering a brand of whole
person education that nurtures future leaders who not
only possess perseverance but are also confident,
caring, righteous and responsible.

18
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Against all odds: the first 10 years

The birth of HKBU coincided with the rebuilding of A breakthrough opportunity presented itself in
broken societies, not only in Hong Kong but globally, 1955 when the Baptist Convention of Hong Kong
just 11 years after the Second World War had ended.  decided to establish Hong Kong Baptist College.

While there was still much hardship and suffering to The following year the Board of Governors was
endure, it was also a time that was ripe with founded with Dr Wong Yue-kwong acting as
opportunities, particularly in education. Primary and chairman, Dr Lam Chi-fung as president and
secondary schools in Hong Kong saw a gradual Maurice ] Anderson as vice-president.

increase in student numbers. At a period when The

University of Hong Kong was the only public In establishing priorities for the College, Dr Lam
institution of tertiary education, private post- pressed ahead with realising his vision of
secondary colleges sprang up one after another. integrating East-West cultures, transmitting local

culture to the rest of the world and holding
student-organised conferences to import and learn
about overseas values. He believed strongly that
through this two-way communication of cullures,
learning becomes an important tool for social
development. Such cultural cross-fertilisation also
accommodates both the spirit of a modern Chinese
Christian institution of higher education and the
down-to-earth practical needs of Hong Kong.
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Challenges and obstacles were nothing new to Hong
Kong Baptist College in its early years. It was forced to
weather a series of crises as it pressed ahead with its
pursuit of ceaseless advancement. In the 1960s, the
College was mainly self-supporting, with more than 80
percent of total income derived from tuition fees. In
1968 and 1969, the College experienced a financial
slump, leading to a controversial decision to increase
tuition fees in 1969 and 1970. In a reaction to this
move, more than 600 out of the College’s 3,000
students held a peaceful demonstration on campus,
calling on the College to reverse its decision and to
seek sources of external funding. Notable among the
various arguments that were aired during the crisis

FAm g TAE T
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The Colbepe appeals for donations to support the comstraction of
the [EFTTIRANA CATgrs

were expressions of sympathy for the students’ cause.
Al the same time President Lam made innumerable
bids to attract outside donations and other means of
fiscal support.

Academic development
in the 1960s

In September 1956, four-year diploma programmes
were offered by a total of six academic departments:
Chinese Language, English Language, Sociology,
Mathematics and Science, Civil Engineering and
Business Administration. In 1960, the College
expanded its curriculum with the addition of
Geography and History majors. In 1961, Baptist
College was restructured into two independent
taculties: the Faculty of Arts and the Faculty of
Science.

T first cohaort of 153 dudents of the Callepe in 1956

20




Within a year of its foundation, enrolments at the College

witnessed encouraging increases. In 1956, there were 153 students.
This number of freshmen gradually climbed to 214 in 1957 and 282
in 1958 before moderating in 1959 to 225. The first batch of
graduates in 1960 numbered 66 students, of whom 15 advanced to
careers in architectural or legal firms, 13 explored oppoertunities
overseas and the rest took on new challenges either as teachers,
students in education studies or executives in commercial companies,
religious and charitable organisations.

In September 1965, the College saw the founding of its third faculty,
the Faculty of Business Administration.
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The College’s academic portfolio of three faculties and
11 departments was further expanded in 1968 with
the founding of the Department of Communication.
This was the first academic discipline of its kind to be
established in Hong Kong, offering courses in
journalism, radio and television, broadcasting and
public relations. The Department rapidly earned a
high reputation in Hong Kong and became much in
demand by student applicants.

In 1969-70, student numbers totalled 2,357, a more
than threefold increase from the 672 students in the
1960-61 academic year.
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Covernor Sir Robert Black

imappects the HEKBC gprochoeades in 1962

Sowing the seeds of
whole person education

In his speech at the College’s first Commencement in
1956, President Lam Chi-fung highlighted the
institution’s core concept of whole person education,
which seeks to balance students’ personal, academic,
physical and spiritual development. The College’s role
as a Christian institution has enabled it to promote
both liberal education and Chinese cultural thinking.
In keeping with this combined approach, it was
compulsory at this stage for freshman students to
undertake subjects in Chinese, English, Chinese
history, natural science and biblical studies. In
addition, students of the departments of Mathematics,
Civil Engineering or Business Administration were
required to lake at least two subjects in Social
Sciences, Courses such as world history and English
literature were compulsory for students in Chinese
Language. For students of English Language, courses
in psychology were required subjects.
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With its firm belief that student-centred extra-curricular
activities help to cultivate students’ balanced growth,
students have always been strongly encouraged to create
and manage their own academic and interests clubs.
These complemented the events and activities organised
by the institution to meet students” academic and social
needs. In the early days, religious elements were also
prominent in institulion-run aclivities, since academic
leaders such as President Lam Chi-fung maintained that
religion was a substantial and preferred factor in
contributing to character development. Students were
thus required to attend courses on Christian teachings
and attend bi-weekly religious services. Moreover,
services and activities offered by the Chaplain’s Office,
which included Noontime Worship, Christian Emphasis
Week and Baccalaureate Service, created an
environment that fostered an understanding of the
Christian heritage. Supported by the Chaplain’s Office,
the Christian Students’ Union was established to
advocate the Christian faith and way of life.
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